Data-intensive tools for
modeling and visualizing
mass reading
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The Library
Beyond the Book
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Library data

“Every time a book is taken off the shelf,
a file 1s downloaded, or a computer work
station 1s booted up, a story is told, and
cataloged, and filed away in a database.
In this way, each act of reading in the
library broadcasts a handful of seeds,
from which new growths of data will
either spring—or disappear into a forest
of statistical noise” (Schnapp and Battles

2014, 126).




ONE BODK Since September 2001.
ONECcHICAGO  One of the earliest “One

fT#e tt)aoqk IS Just Book” programs --
i SRS B 27 events and counting

Circulation data for “OBOC” books,
since 2011




DATA SOURCES
CPL ILS

US Census
HathiTrust

CPL Archives

Social Media

Circulation

Demographics

Text

Events

Tweets, GR, eftc.

Dashboard




Seven OBOC seasons superimposed

CPL programming and social
media can give context. One
project goal is identifying
what library activities “push”
book checkouts ...
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What branches / books?
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Who reads?
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What drives
checkouts?




Geo Network of Chicago Libraries
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PREDICTIVE MODEL

Variable Importance

With 8 features

Able to predict branch

circulation within
0.1%
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Relative Importance




OUTREACH
Open-source software / dashboard

Presentations and papers

Workshops for librarians




