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Material Order Members
Powered by CollectionSpace (LYRASIS) and co-founded by Harvard University Graduate School of Design 
and Rhode Island School of Design, Material Order is the leading resource for design materials collections at 
academic and cultural institutions. Utilizing and developing standards and best practices, the Material Order 
consortium provides a community-based approach to the management of design material collections with 
federated search access among participating institutions.

New members welcomed: contact collectionspace@lyrasis.org. Current list of members below. 

Art, Architecture, and Engineering Library - University of Michigan: 

The Library provides materials and support for the study of art and design, engineering, architecture, and 
related disciplines. We aspire to inspire our multidisciplinary users as they investigate and explore material 
solutions to their design challenges by providing a tactile experience that informs real-world approaches 
and a necessary counterpart to our digital world. As new partners of Material Order, we eagerly anticipate 
learning from the wealth of information and experience shared by our consortial partners.  

Avery Architectural & Fine Arts Library - Columbia University:

Avery houses an incomparable collection of monuments in architectural publishing and historic design 
production while stewarding the University’s art collection that spans thousands of years in all media. 
Avery also oversees the single most important research resource in the study of the built environment, 
the Avery Index to Architectural Periodicals. The general collections offer an encyclopedic survey of art 
and architectural history, guaranteeing any patron comprehensive support in their scholarly pursuits of 
visual culture. Avery recently partnered with the Historic Preservation department in the Graduate School 
of Architecture, Planning and Preservation in establishing, through the Materials Order Consortium, 
the department’s Historic Building Samples collection. It is an exciting, fledging collection and having it 
reinforced through the consortium makes for a rich and comprehensive research experience.  

Fleet Library, Materials Collection - Rhode Island School of Design: 

The Materials Collection in Fleet Library’s Visual + Material Resource Center (VMRC) has over 41,000 
material samples arranged primarily by composition. It is a hands-on, interdisciplinary selection for the 
exploration of materials applicable to architecture and design disciplines and the fine arts. Categories include 
biocomposites, minerals, metals, ceramics, polymers and textiles. Students are encouraged to handle samples 



and borrow them for research and presentations. The collection supports investigation by property—with 
eco-friendly materials, antimicrobial materials, smart materials, conductive materials—and other categories, 
such as color, with the VMRC at Fleet Library recently becoming home to RISD’s multi-disciplinary Color 
Lab. We cover a lot and we build by request, but there’s so much more out there! The Material Order 
consortium allows us to economically, effectively and collegially expand the reach of materials exploration 
for our students and faculty.

Frances Loeb Library - Harvard University Graduate School of Design:

Our mission is to educate leaders in design, research, and scholarship to make a resilient, just and beautiful 
world. The collection is one for designers, different from those for material scientists, yet it is not a 
typical material sample library found at a design firm that is organized by project use or application. The 
Materials Collection places emphasis on material composition and functional traits of the material samples, 
encouraging users to rethink conventional applications and promote material experimentation in design 
practice. These leading concepts are realized in the physical arrangement of the collection and data entry 
points of the online catalog. We leverage the Material Order consortium through the use of the shared 
collection management system, which allows our students and faculty the opportunity to explore and learn 
about materials beyond those in our collection, and to integrate that knowledge into teaching and learning.

OCAD University Library:

OCAD University’s mission is to challenge students to audaciously and responsibly pursue the questions 
of our time through the powerful interplay of art, design, the social sciences, humanities, and the sciences.  
Students are encouraged to engage with materials, data, technologies, ideas and pedagogy, and diverse 
indigenous perspectives to support unique research, studio practice, and learning, creating interdisciplinary 
and emergent forms of knowledge. OCAD U is Canada’s oldest and largest art and design school. The 
University Library does not plan to manage a physical material library collection. Instead, we will license 
Material Order and leverage the consortium, and collaborate with faculty, departments, and programs, 
training their staff to create metadata and upload their records. Online access to browse physical, material 
collections in support of creative activities in all university programs is an incredible opportunity for cross-
departmental collaborations.  

Krenicki Institute of Arts and Engineering Materials Library - University 
of Connecticut:

The Krenicki Institute of Arts and Engineering Materials Library is a new teaching collection that serves 
students and faculty across a range of disciplines and provides open, hands-on access to material samples 
for independent and class related academic research. The core mission of the Library is to promote student-
led creativity and innovation, along with supporting a range of academic programs. With programs at the 
University of Connecticut in art, design, engineering, materials sciences, and material culture we look to 
explore various forms of knowledge and understanding as we teach and learn. The Materials Library will 
serve as a cross-disciplinary nexus that facilitates dialogue and collaboration around our material world, and 
works to promote values of stewardship, conservation, and sustainability as we look towards the future.
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